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ro S. LIE xxili. 34. 
Then ſaid Feſus, Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do: 


N this Day the Bleſſed Redeemer of the World, to fulfil the 
Predictions of the Prophets, rode in Solemnity to 1 
the 


„„ „% © 


5 accompanied with the Shouts and Acclamations of the People, 

8 both His Majeſty and Divinity. But this ſhort 
| omp was only to lead the Fatal Way to His Execution 3 
{ Hoſannah to the Son of David was to be chang'd into Crucify 
„ Him, Cracify Him; That ungrateful and cruel City, in which He went a= 


\ / \ Sout doing Good, and for the Converſion of which He had wrought {6 
| | (many Miracles, was now, on the View of its impending Ruin, water'd 
| with His J. ears, Only in order to be drench'd in His Blood: and that which 
had been ſo long the Slaughter-Houſe of the Prophets, was to complete the 
Meaſure of its Iniquity, with the Barbarous Murder af the Laſt and Greateſt, 
the Meſjiah. For our Meditations upon which mourntful Subject, the Church ha- 
Ving ſet apart this Holy Week; I ſhall treat ron the ſublimeſt Act ot His Paſ- 
N hon, His Dying Prayer on the Croſs, to teach us to follow the Great Example 
} * | of His Humility, Patience, and moſt Extenſive Charity. | (6 KY 
F- 4 It is the peculiar Honour and Privilege of that Religion which He thus 
|  ſealVd with His Blood, not only to propoſe to the World a Body of Laws ex- 
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; | ceeding all Others, in Raiſing humane Nature to its on eye Dignity and Per- 
fection; but allo to prevent all Cavils about the Difficuſty of Obedience to it. 
by Apbealing to that conſummate and viſible Demonſtration of it in the Perſon 
ol the Legiſlator Himſelf. All other Inſtitutions of Morality tell as much ſhore 
| of this Recommendation, as even their Compilers did of thoſe faint Rules of 
| | Vertue they enjoyn'd their Proſelytes. Even Moſes, who receiv'd his Revela- 
tion immediately from God, whom he had the Honour to converſe with, Fate 
to Face, ſtands recorded in his own Hiſtory for a ſad Monument of humane 
Frailty, an Exception to his own meek Character, and as twere a Blot upon 
that Holy Table he himſelf deliver'd. But in the Goſpel, and its Bleſſed Author, 
h there ſhines ſuch a mutual Harmony and Conſent, that the Doctrine is always 
legible in the Performance, and His Actions are the beſt Comment on His RE- 
|  ligion; He ji; 4 Prophet, as Mighty in Deed as in Word; He is both the Way and 
the Light, the Road and the Guide, the Precept and the Example, and in a myſte- 
Tiqus Hypoſtat /e Union, Himſelf both as God commanding Man, and as Man pet⸗ 
( fectly obeying God. As His whole Life was but one continued Proof of the Reg- 
fon and Equity of His Injunctions, ſo He ſeems in His Death to have carried 
the Practice bf them to the moſt exalted and rratiſtendent Pitch, Here that Pa? 
tience and Meekneſe, that Humility and Condeſcenſion, that Conſtanty anc 
Perſeverance, that. entire Submiſſion to the Divine Will, that tender Love to- 
wards the worſt of Enemies, in Forgiving and Praying for them, which He ſtrict- 
I ly preſcribes His Followers, were moſt eminently conſpicuous in 6ur Lord and 
£ | Maſter. Innocence and Vertue never appear with fuch Luſtre and Advantage, as 


| 
| 


When they are ſhaded with Adverſity and Oppreſſion. The Cro!s was the 
proper Place from wheace its Poctrinss were to be deliver d; and le A 
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Saviour ung extended * * Body ſeem'd to Preach eſſectually as 
His Soul, and every Bleeding Wound pour'd forth the moſt Moving Argu- 
ments to recommend to Others that Bitter Cup, which He Himſelf fo plentifully 
| drankot. Under this Humble and moſt Sorrowful Condition, that Humane 
Nature, loaden with the moſt exquilite Pain ad Miſtry, can ſuſtain, He gives 
the Fin ſbing Stroke ( tho” in a different Senſe) to His Life, and Goſpel. at 
” pace, and bequeaths this His Dying Legacy to the World, as the Highelt Bleſ- 
He could leave it, and the moſt Endearing Pledge of His Love, in this 
Pathetical Ejaculation for His I 
they know not what they do. ; 
Theſe Words may be conſider'd not only in Particular, 'as @ Deprecatory 
Prayer of out Bleſſed Lord, utter d on His Crucitixion in behalf of thofe ma- 
Heious Fes, who had now brought Him to this iguominious and undeſerved, 
cho meritorious Death, that God would forgive them this horrid Fact, as 
Sinning out of {guorance ; but muſt be underſtood in His Example to contain 
and preſcribe a General Duty to the Lnitation of all His Diſciples, of Praying 
vr their Enemies at all Times, and under all the moſt oppreſſive Crreuſtances. 
Which great and ſublime Duty, as He firſt Preach'd it on the Mount, and now 
Practis'd it on the Croſs, being the Perfection of Chriſtianity, and the mof 
elevated Strain of Heyoic Piety, fit to crown, and conclude the Life and 
Actions of the World's Redeemer ; I ſhall from hence endeavour to ſtate, 
exÞlain, and enforce from all the moſt weighty Metives, and Arguments it is 
built upon. And, * 


mplacable Murderers ; Father forgive them, for 


I. Firſt. I hall hew wherein the Duty of Praying for our Enemies con- 

_ as - arab in itſelf, together with what it antecedently implies, and v 
poſes. -_ | ; | 

IL. Secondly. I ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate it from the Example of our 
Bleſled Saviour view'd under all its ſad Aggravations, and inſtructive 
Circumſtances. 
III. Thirdly. I Hall ſettle its juſt Extent and Obligation, anſwering thoſe 
Objections it may ſeem liable to, and preſcribing it wxhin thoſe Limita- 
| Lions and Reſtrictions it muſt admit of, 4 
IV. Fourthly, 1 ſhall produce the Reaſons and Motives upon which-this Duty 
is founded, with a particular View to that contain'd in the Text. 


But before I enter upon the Proſecution of this Matter, it may be previouſly 
requilite to obſerve 


| Ab our Blelled Lord addreſſes Himſelf to God in the Appellation 
10 er. 8 a 
2. Why He prays to His Father for that which ſeems to have been in His 
| own Power to have perform'd. | 
1. And firſt, it is remarkable that this Appellation of Father ſeems, by the 
frequent Repetition of it, in almolt all our Saviour's Prayers, to be that 
which He chiefly delighted in; and may here be ſuppos'd to be more partt- 
Far made uſe of upon a double Account, 1. In Reſpect of His Diznity 3 
becauſe as our Bleſſed Lord was the only benotten Son of God, now oftering 
Himſelt upon the Croſs, as an Oblation and Sacrifice for the Sins of the whole 
World, He may ſeem to plead by Vertue of His Filiation, for the Efficacy 
and Satisfaction of that great Atonement He was now making even for His 
worſt Enemies; herein reconciling them, and all Mankind to the Father, 
to whom they had forteited that merciful and glorious Relation, by Rebellion 
aud Apoltacy, and to which they were now do be reſt od by that Myſterious 
adoption 
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+ 4.408 At: 
Adoption which was to be obtain'd through the Merits of His Blood; and thus 
us God the Son, He addreſſes Himfelt to God the Father. 2. With ReipeR to 
His Humanity; as He wes here the great Founder and Type of His Charch, 
reconciling it not only to God, bur by this Blelled Example of the moſk 
aſtoniſhing Gharty, reconciling all its Members one to another, teachi 
chem not only to forgive each ocher their Offences, but in humble Imitation 
of Himſelt, to become as it were Saviour ( tho' tn a very inferiour Senſe) to 
one another, interceding to God for their moſt implacable Enemies. From 
whence we may draw a clear Solution to the ſecond Obſeryation ; namely 

2. Why our Bleſſed Lord here prays 30 His Father for that which {eem'd in 
His own Power to perform, to wit, that tho" He was very God, and had 
the Power of Remiflion of Sins, as well upon the Croſs as in other Places, 
as He Himſelf teſtity' d and practis'd, and might freely, and from Himſelf 
ſpontaneouſly have abſoly'd them, without any tarther Interceſſion ; yet as He 
was new both Prieſt and Sacrifice too, it became Him, having not as yet per- 
fected the great Work of our Redemption, not to pronounce Pardon in an 
Aut horit atide Manner, but by Way of Petition, and Supplication, to implore 
the Divine Mercy for His Perſecurors. He did nct ( lays St. Chryſotom ) pra 
to the Father as if He conld not Himſelf 1 them from that great Tae 
grefſion ; but that He might inſtruct us not cy y Word, but ello by Example, 
#0 pray for our Perſerntors. Had He not deliver'd this charitable Interceſſion in 
the midſt of His Agonies, the Ferv;/Þ Spectators might have taken Occaſion to 
revile His Do@riae. Thoſe ſworn and peſtilent Enemies of it, the Scribes and 
Thari ſees, mig ht have retorted that ſharp Invective upon Him; Do not after His 
Works, jor this Man ſayeth and doth not; He binds heavy Burdens, and 
grievous to be born, and [ayeth them on Mens Shoulders, but He 
Himſelf will not move them cut) one of His Finrers, He impoſes, S. Matth. 
might they have faid, ſuch hard Injunctiòns of Patience and Charity xx iii. 3, 4. 
upon us, as are altogether unreafonable and impracticable. But 
here was an Appeal to the Senſes tor the Truth of His Doctrine; here was an 
Argument that even the Obſtinacy and Infideliry ot à bigoted and wayward 

ew could not withſtand, that ſtruck all His Adverlaries dumb, and left the 
World -without Excuſe, if they did not tollow the Great Pattern ſet before 
them, or Mould refuſe to do, and ſuffer, what even the Son of God did not diſ- 
dain to ſubmit to. 


Having thus cleared the Way to the Duty contained in the Text, by premiſing 
theſe neceſſary Obleryations ; I procecd now, | 


I. Firſt to ſhow wherein the Duty of Praying for our Enemies conſiſts, as 
conſider'd in itſelf, together with what it antecedently K and preſuppoſes. 

Now, betore any Perſon can be ſuppos'd to pray at all tor Another, it muſt 
be taken for granted, that he is in Perſecf Charity with him himſelt; that he 
has not only entirely diſcarded all Reſentment 4 any Injuries, and Wron 
Affronts, and Abuſes of all Kinds, that he may poſſibly have received from him 
an a State of Enimity, but al ſo ſo clearly to have purg'd his Soul of the whole 
Leaven of Malice, that the very Seeds and Principles of Rancgur and Re- 


venge lie dead and buried within him. Otherwiſe, what a provoking Affront 


does he himſelt offer to God, who dares thus bypocritically to mock Him with 
his Lips, when his Heart is thus far from Him? Who comes with a Mouth 
breathing forth the gentle Spirit of Charity and Forgiveneſs, and has nothin 

but Hatred and Vengeance raging in his Breaſt: Wo pretends to reconcule 
Another unto (God, to whom he is not reconcil'd þ:m/e!f 2? This is ſuch abomina- 
ble Prevaricatioa wich our Omniſcient Maker, and Searcher of our Hearts, that 


- *tis to be hop'd, Nothing proteiling the Name of a Chriſtian, or that believes 
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there. is that God he pretends to invoke, can poſſibly be guilty of. But not 


only thele real, inward Inſtances of our ſincere Charity are requir'd to qualify us 
to intercede for our Enemy, but before we can put up our Petitions to 


Heaven for him, we muft have expreſs' d it in all our outward Act ent towards 


him here on Rarth, and not think lazily to ſhift oft our Duty on God, and 
to relieve our Adverſary with empty Words and Ejaculati ns, inſtead of actual 
Demonſtrations of our Kindnefs, and Compaſſion. It is not ſufficient to re- 
quite his Curſes with Bleſlings, his Slanders with Compliments, and his Re- 
proachss with Civility; but Do's be hunger? we muſt feed bim; Do's he 
th.yſt ? we muſt give him drink; Is he naked? we muſt cloath him; Is he in 
Diſtreſs, Danger, or Difficulty ? we muſt aſliſt, adviſe, and reſcue him; And 
in a word, contribute, to the utmoſt of our Power, to the Benefit or Ad- 
vantage of his Soul, and Body, Lite, Eſtate, Reputation, or Family. Aud 
this roo, without Grud7ing as of Neceſſity, without inſulting or upbraid- 
ing his Errors or Misfortunes, or ſetting the leaſt Merit on our own chari- 
table Performances. Now, when a Man has thus generoully acquitted himſelf 
here Below, in all the rea] Offices of Love and Humanity to kis Enemy, he 
may then, and not before, preſume to ſolicite his Cauſe in the Court Above; 
where he is to preſent him under the threefold Reſpect of a Sinner againſt 
God, a Sinner agatnſt ourſelves, and as reconcileable to both. And upon theſe 
Accounts, we are oblig'd to pray, Firft, For his Pardon for all his actual, 
or intended Injuries, with a Requeſt that our gy. may be accepted by 
God a5 a Means, or Motive at leaſt to obtain His. Secondly, that God would 
turn his Heart, take away his Prejudices, and reconcile him to us by his Spirit 
of Love, Unity, and Concord. Thirdly, That thus being fully pardon'd by 
God and Man, he may be blefled by both, in all Happineſs, Spiritual and 
\ Temporal. Thele are the Antecedent Conditions requilite to, and the Subſtance 
of this Duty of Praying for our Enemies, which it ſo fully and truly per- 
torm'd, with ſuch pious, heavenly, and endearing Diſpolitions of Soul, can- 
not but be highly pleaſing to God, as moſt agreeable to His Bleſſed Nature, and 
| £ that Wiſdom of Meekneſs that cemetb from Above, <which 
S. Fam. iii. 17. is pure, peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of 
| 5 Mercy and good Fruits, without Partiality, and without 
Hypocviſy. But this Duty will appear in its moſt Glorious Light; if we come, 


II. Secondly. To illuſtrate it from the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
view'd under all its fad Aggravations, and inſtructive Circumſtances. | 
Tho' the whole Life ot our Bleſſed Lord, from His Birth in the Manrer 
till His Death upon the Groſs, was but one continued Demonſtration of His 
Doctrine of Patience under Injuries, and Love towards Enemies; yet ſince the 
Time would fail me to trace through all that melancholy Series of Troubles 
and Diſaſters, conſiſting of ſuch Variety of Afflictions, as befell the moſt oppre(- 
fed Innocence, labouring under the moſt extreme Hardſhips of Poverty, Diſ- 
Frace, and Perſecution ; I ſhall confine my Obſervations chiefly to the Hi- 
fy of this Day's Goſpel, that we may practiſe the Precept of the Epiſtle, 
| that this Mind may be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt 
 Phbil.-ii. 5. Feſus, who being in the Form of God, thought it not Robbery 
: to be Equal with Ged, but made Himſelf, of ne Reputation, 
and took 'upen Him the Form of a Servant, and was made in the Like- 
meſs of Men; and beinn. found in Faſhion as a Man, He humbled Himſelf, 
and became obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs, For the Son 
of God to die like a common Mortal, ſeems a ſuffcient Hunuliation ;. but to 
die for our Sins, ſuch a ſhameful, bitter, and accurſed Death, with all the 
Lorrible and re; roachfult Circumſtances attending it, was enough to have 
| | ſhock d 
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ſkotk'd Reaſon, and confounded Humane Nature, had it not been ſupported 
by the Union of the Divine. And here let us contemplatg the Pieſſed Fejus' 
in the three laſt diſconſolate and diſinal Scenes of His Lite. | 
1. Under His Seizure on Mount Oliver. | 
2. Under His Arraigument in the Fudgment-Hall. 
3. Under His Execution on Mount Calvary. TR 
And take along with us, in our Obſervations, His Threeſold Character an» 
ſwering to theſe Three great Actions. . 
ay . He was the greateſt Benefactor to Mankind the World ever 
rece ivd. a | 1 
2. That He was the moſt innocent Perſon that was ever try'd, and, yet 
condemn'd as a Malefactor. N | 
--3- That He was their King, Prieſt, and Prophet, the Meſſiah, and only 
Sau of God. | 
{Theſe Contraries being ſet in Oppoſition to each other, will render this, 
Divine Example more illuſtrious ; it will make it ſhine our in its ſull Glory, 
on the. Compariſou of the molt Execrable Provecations of His Enemies ou the 


' One hand, and the no leſs Adorable Patience of Chrift on the Other. 


1. Behold, then, our Blelled Lord proſtrate on the Mount, interceding, 
with His Incens'd Father for the Redemption of the World; and with ſuch, 
earneſt Importunity, <vith ſuch ſtrong Crying and Tears, preſſing His Re- 
quelts, that in this convulſive Agony and Pang of Devotion, His Soul is faid 
be exceeding ſorrowful even unto Death, to be ſurrounded with Grief, and, 


_ eaſt into ' ſuch violent Conſternation, as to open all the Pores of His Bod y, 


and to make it to 3 great Drops of Blood falling down to the Ground, 
Whilſt He is thus labouring for our Salvation, ſee Him betray'd by one of 
His qwn Diſciples into the Hands of thoſe ungratetul Jews, who had been 
fed with His Miracles, heal'd by His Touch, diſpolleſs'd with His Voice, and 
in{trufted with His Doctrine; and againſt whom He might have commanded 
down Legions of ARE to His Reſcue and Their Deſtruction. Yet, when 
He might have ſtruck them down by the Majeſty of His Look (as S. Fobn 
1059 not to the Ground only, but into their very Graves, inn 
ſtead of taking Vengeance on them, He ſalutes the very Traitor by c. xviii. 
the Name of 2 Friend, and works a Miracle to cure the wounded ver. 6. 
Ear of one of His Aſſaſlins. Well might He have ſaid, For which of 
"WM __ Deeds are ye come out with Swords and Staves, as againſt a Thief, to 
take Me? | 
2. From the A hunt, let us next attend Him to the Fud2ment-Hall ; where 
we kind Him Deny d by One, Forſaken by All His Diſciples, and lett in the 
midſt of His moſt implacable Enemies, thirſting for that precious Blood they 
had ſo long conſpired againſt. After He is hurry'd from Calaphas to Pilate, 
from Pilate to Herod, and from Herod to Pilate again, He is at laſt brought to 
a, Mock-Tribunal et Juice, arraign'd as the Worſt of Criminals, accus'd as 
a Tranſgreſſor of all Laws Humane and Divine, as a Preacher of Sedition 
and Treaſon, b with falſe Doctrine the People from their Alle- 
2 to thei Lawful Sovereign, denying Tribute to Ceſar, having a De- 
lign upon the Crown, N Royal Authority, and the Title of a King, 
intending to overthrow their Temple and Religion, and being guilty of the 
moſt execrable Blaſphemy in alluming the Prerogatives of God; and, in a 


Word, render'd as black in all His Character, as the Envy and Virulence of 


His Perjur'd Accuſers, or the Malice of the Devil coald repreſent Him. 
And at laſt, tho” not Convicted, He is Condemn'd, againſt the Will, Conſci- 


; Face, nay Conteſſon of His corrupted Judge, and a Sentence Extorted upon 
l 1 


m, to ſatisfy the Outrage and Clamours of a Mad Sanhedrim. N 
| | 3. Come 


£ 


(3) 


he Shame 


3. Come wo now to the eoncluding Scene of this 3 Tragedy. 
, and t 


r the Preterence of a mglt Notorious Robber before Him 


and Ignominy wherewith they had bed His riehteous Soul; the Tortures 


they inflicted on His tender Body, were no leſs full of Pain and Diſgrace. 
After the Plowers had plow'd on His Back, and furrow'd it with thoſe bloady 
. * by which we are heal d; behold Him array'd in the Mock-Majeſty of 
King, His ſacred Temples crown'd with a ſharp Diadem of Thorns, His 
Hand Hill'd with a Reed for a Ludicrous Sceprer, His Body in Ridicule co- 
ver'd with an Imperial Robe, His Face ſpit upon whallt the Knee is bow'd 
to Him, and His Holy Head bruis'd with the Enſigns of His own Dominion. This 
was only preparing and dreſſing the Sacriſtce for the ARkar; where, Lo ! the 

innocent Victim is now laid, Oppreſs d, A fflicted, Bleeding, Dying. 


Ia. Ini. 7. He is bronght as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as 4 Sheep he- 


| ore ber Shearers is dumb, ſo He openeth not His Mouth. Let us wah 
the Eyes of Faith contemplate here the Redeemer of the World ſtretch d out on 
the Croſs, and hangm 1 His own Wounds betwixt Thieves, having all his 
Senſes exerciſed with the moſt exquiſite Torments, His Head prerc d with 
Thorns, His Hands and Feet with Nails, His Side with a Spear, His Mouth fill'd 
with Gall and Vinegar, His Ears with Taunts and Reproaches on His Diui- 
nity, and His Eyes with the Inſolence, Contempt, and Deriſion of his Per- 
ſecutors; and above all theſe, the unknown, ine xpreſſible, nay inconceivable 
Sufferings of His Soul. Surely, in the midſt of ſuch Pain and Miſery, Hu- 
mane' Nature might be allow'd a little to murmur, and complain, and vent 


ts Paſſion and Neſentment upon ſuch inhumane and cruel Enemies: Jet Hs 


=—_ not His Month, unleſs it be in Bleſſings, and in this compaſhenats 

for their Pardon; Father Jorgins them, for they know not wbat they 
| do. Thus fulfilling that remarkable Prophecy of Him, He bat | 
I. Hit. 1 2. poured out Hit Soul unto Death, and He cha numbred with the 
3 Tranſgreſſors, and be bare the Sins of many, and made 1nterceſſion 
fer the Tranſgreſſorr. fs Nr | * 
"Now, can we without Concern hear theſe laſt Words, and member the 


exceeding great of oer Maſter and only Saviour Feſus Chrift thus dyin 
for and . col Parts — hich by His Precious Blood-ſhed 6 þ 
He bath obtain d to us, and not reflect that thote T hings are Written for our 
Inftrution, that the ſame Mmd ſbould be in us that was in Chriſt Feſus, that 
we are to take up our Croſs, and follow our Cruciſied Redeerher in this glo- 
rious Example of Charity; that we ſhould do as He has done to ut; that with 
the fame Patience and Long-ſuffering, the ſame Calmneſs and Serenity, the 
- ſame Meekneſs and Pity, the ſame Love and extenſive Benevolence, 
Heb. xii. we ſhould treat our moſt inveterate Adverſaries: Looking unto the 
Z. Bleſſed Feſus the Author and ini ſher of our Faith, who, for the F 


| and is ſet down at the Right Hand of the Throne of God, who, as 


endur'd ſuch Contradiction of Sinners againſ Himſelf, that we be not weavied, 
and faint in our Minds in the Practice of this difficult and ex- 

celent Duty. For ever hereunto are ce call;d, becauſe alſo Chriſt 1 Pet. ii. 
ſuffered for wt, lead ng #s an Example, that cue ſhould follow 21, | 

He Ster; whodid no Sit, neither was Guile found in His Mouth; 


pixing in Prayer for His Enemies. 


„Alter ſuch a moving n ſo full of all the Force of Reaſon and 
ort 


Eloquence, vilibly fetting t 


that wit ſet before Him, endured the Creſs, deſpione the Shang, 
was reconcil d- 
5 , when we were Enemies unto Him, ſo are we bound to conſider Him who 


Who when H. was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffer d, He threatued | 
not, but committed Himſelf to Him that judgeth righteanſly, His Soul ex- 


the Nature 8 the Practice of t ais Duty, 
in 
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la every Particular, under ſuch horrid Circumſtances and Aggrayations, as can 
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ſeares be the: Lot of any other Perſon beſides the Son of God ; can there re- 
main the leaſt Shadow of an Objection to deter us from the humble Imitation 
of it, as far as the common Conditions of our Lives may require? It may 
pollibly be pleaded, in Excuſe, That 5 5 Chriſt being the Son of God, and 
endowed with all the Powers of the Divinity; and having all the Graces 
of the Holy Ghoſt dwelling in Him, with he Fulneſs of the Godhead Bodily, 
was thereby enabl'd to riſe to the utmoſt Pitch of this Heroic Duty; but that 
meer Man, Fleſh and Blood, with all its Infirmities about it, cannot come 
up to this perſect Man, this Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 
It mult indeed be confeis d, that this is a Duty of ſuch an exalted Strain, as 
cannot eaſily be artain'd ro without much Reluctance of Humane Nature in its 
corrupted State; that it will require the utmoſt Efforts of Reaſon, aſſiſted with 
great Degrees and Succours of the Divine Grace, te raiſe the Soul to this Diſ- 
3 Mortify'd, and Self- deny ing Temper, which nothing but an ha- 
itual Application to God in continual Prayer, can accempliſh. But however 
we mult alſo remember, that our Saviour, as Man, was ſurrounded with all 


the Infrmities of our Nature, Sin only exeepted ; that He had a much quicker 


Sende of Sufferings, of Shame, Pain, and Afflictions, than we poſſibly can 
have. 80 Tarp we cannot preſume to arrive at that Perfection of Divine 
Grace and Charity he did; yet chat every good Chriſtian, who fincerely en- 
deavours to follow his unparallel'd Example, ſhall be enabl'd to do What is 
acceptable to God through Him, towards it; and that the bleſſed Spirit, who 
never fails to hear, and aſſiſt our Devotions under all Difficulties, will not 
be wanting in this preſſing one, is moſt indiſputably certain, But becauſe 
we are apt to lay hold on any Excuſes to ſhitt off our Duty, as well as to 


miſtake in cur right Apprehenſions of it, I proceed to my third general Head; 
namely, 


III. To ſettle its Juſt Extent and Obligations, and to anſwer thoſe Objections 
t may ſeem liable to, and to preſcribe it within thoſe Limitations and Re- 
ſtrictions it muſt admit of. This is a hard Sa ing,who can bear it? ſays the Man 
of Honour, that meaſures his Duty by his Sword and had rather ſacrifice his 
Soul than his Revenge. If this is our indiſſ enſable Dur 3 ſuch fooliſh Cle- 
mency, ſay they, wil but encourage the Malice of our Enemies, and lay ours 
{elves open and unguarded to their Aſſaults. Beſides that, it ſeems to intrench 
upon, or 2 the Fundamental Law of Nature, Selt-preſervation; and to 
betray our Perſons, Rights, and Properties to the Abuſe, Violence, or Uſur- 
pation of any Bold or Impious Invader. Such Mercy and Impunity. ſeems 
contradictory both to Law and Reaſon, by dete Courts ot Judicature 
Unneceſſaty, it not Iliegal in their Uſe, and ſo deprives us of the Aſſiſtance 
of Juſtice', and not on y tends to the Loſs of Private Taos, to the Diſ- 
advantage of the Publick. Either we cannot right ourſelves in the Proſecu- 
tion of an Enemy, or this Duty ſeems inconſiſtent with it, that we mould 
hypocritically pretend to pray for the Pardon of him againſt whom we are 
actually engag'd. In anfwer to this, tis ſufficient to fay, That Chriſtian 
„ not in the leaſt debar us from any of the Juſt Privileges 0 Hu- 
mane Nature, neither does it forbid us, as Men, to uſe any Methods of Lau- 
fal Defence, to guard and ſecure our Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates from Dan- 

r. Rapine, and Oppreflion ; That it is not only conſiſtent with, but eſta- 
bliſhes the Rules of Juſtice, Equity and Law. Which will fully and evidently 


appear, if we carefully diſtinguiſh betwixt As of Private Roveigu and Ads of 


Publick Tage The former of which are utterly repugnant to all Religion, 
and particularly to this Duty of Praying for * ne nmel; for ic would tn our 
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nemies under à double Regard- 

1. As they relate tous in Particular. 1 
2. As they relate to the Pulliałk; the Church, or State. | Pe Taro 
1. As they relate to us in Particular, we muſt diſtinguiſh berwixt our Ene- 
my's Perſon and his Ations. The One is inviolable, and we are oblig'd not only 


to treat it without 1. and Paſſion, fo as, it poſſible, to win and. reclaim 


bim by Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion but always to pray for him, under the very 
worſt Condition of Hoſtility. And this we may do and yer endeavour. to re; 
drels the Other by all Legal Means, without Hatred or Revenge, with a For- 
g1ymg and Phacable Temper, not ſo much to gratity our own Spleen, as to re- 


pair the Injury with the leaſt: lnconvenience we can to our Adverſary, and 


to receive his, Wrongs and Abuſes, rather with, Pity. and Compaſſion, than 
Reſentment and Iadignation. Thus far our Religion obliges to go, to la- 
bour with God and Man for the Converſion of our Enemies ; and, as much 
as lieth in us, to live peaceably with All Men. 


But ſome, out of a miſtaken Notion of e Cherity, would carry this 


ſublime Duty to a Pitch, that neither Renſen nor, Religion juſtifies, and 
which, indeed, is ſo far from both, as to be utterly inconſiſtent, with Commen 
Senſe and Prudence; I mean, that wretched Folly and Credulity of Truſting 
eur Enemies, (an Act of Fayour due only, under that Supreme 8 we are al- 
ways to contide in, to our very beſt and molt Ne Frien * it we 
could flew our Reconciliation y nothing, but hazarding our uin, and 
our only way to demonſt rate our Love to our Enemies were in an utter Ha ard 
to ourſelves. Ihis may indeed proceed from the Innocenc) 4 the Dove, but 
certainly is without the Caution and Wiſdom of the Serpent. Hear the Son of 
a © Sivach ſpeaking from the Hiſtory, and Experience of the 
Ecclus. xii, | World. Never truſt thine Enemy (ſays he) for like as lron 
-;, TO, Ec. ruſteth, ſo is bis Wickedneſs. T ho' he humble himſelf and go 
wcrreuc bing, yet take; god Heed, and beware of bim; and thon 
Halt be unto. him, as if ibon hadſt wip'd a Looking-Glaſs, and thou ſhalt know 
that his. Ruſt hath not been altogether ip d away'; ſet him not by thee, le 
when he hath euerthrotun thee, he ftand up in thy Place : Neither let him ſit 
at thy 'Right Hand, leſt he. ſeek to take thy Seat, and thou at the al re- 
member my Words, and be pricked therewith. dn Enemy ſpeaketh ſweetly 
Evith his Lips, but in his Heart he imagineth hocu to throw thee into a 
Pit ; be will weep with his Eyes, but if be find Opportunity, he. will nct be 
ſatisfied æuith Blood. If Adverſfity come upon thee, thou ſhalt find him there 
Firſt; and tho he pretend to help thee, yet ſhall he undermine thee. He will 
hake his Hend, and clap his Hands, and whiſper much, and change his Coun- 
tenance. No Religion ſurely oblges us to expr/e ourſelves to our Enemies; 
we may Pray for them without n our Lives and Fortunes into thoſe 
Hand, which; perhaps, want only an Opportunity to thruſt a Dagger into 
our Hearts. | We may beg Mercy tor them from God, without laying our- 


ſelves at their Mercy; which generally will be found to be Cruel. 


2. Secondly, we are to conſider our Enemies, as they relate to the Publick; 
the Church or State. With Regard to which it may be aſſerted as an undoubt- 
d Maxim, that this Chriſtian Charity does by no means interfere with, or 
extend itſelf to the Diſadvantage of P, 


imunals, or pais by Offences 


demand Publick Reſtraint and Correction. To theſe, as properly the imme- 


diate Vice-Gerents of God Himſelf, Vengeazce belonget h, and they bear the 


N i Sword 


very Prayers inte Sin, (as I have ſhew'd before) but with the Latter it it 
highly Reconcileable., To make this Matter clear, we muſt conſider our E- 


— am 


blick 72 er any way oblige Ma- 
£iſtrates, or Perſons in Authority, to forgive Cy y ( 
that violate the Common Peace, or break in upon the Laws of Societies, and 


«we aca ct r. + a A A © Oo tl p {Ie SS hos 


- Controul in the Career of his Sins, he may fill up the Meaſure of them, and 
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Sword in vain; if they Neglect their Duty, and Betray their Truſt and Juriſ- 
diction in a cowardly Connivance at, or Impunity of ſuch Maletactors, as are a 
Reproach to the Nation. Where Religion, or Government is Allaulted by 11]. 
Pr.nciples, or Rebellious Practices, tis the Miniſters and AMagiſtrates Duty to 
ſand up and fence againſt Both ; and pronounce, and execnte Wrath againlt. 
them; and 'tis no leſs the Duty of every private Subject to aſſiſt them with * 
their Prayers, and to implore Juſtice upon ſuch Enemies of God and our Coun- * 
try. And tho', at the fame time, we pray for their Converſion, as well as De- 
tection, we muſt remember we are bound by a Superior Rule of Charity, and 
Duty to the Conſtitution, ot which we are Members, to beſeech God, in the 
Excellent Words of our Church, to Abate their Pride, Aware their Malice, 
and Confound their Devices ; ſtill Coutining our Deſires to the General Gocd, 
without any ſecret or þye Re. pect to ourſelves, and, as much as we can, Di- 
0 their Malice from their Perſons ; which if they will not take Care 
to {eparate likewiſe themſelxes, we muſt leave them to the Diſpoſal of Divine 
Providence, and the Determinations of Humane Fuſtice. Rb jy 

To proceed. To avoid farther Miſtakes in this Matter, we are not to 
ſtrain this Rule of Charity to our Enemies, lo far as to exclude theſe follow- 
ing Limitations ; in all which Caſes, I take it not 2 to be /awful, but 
even an Act of the moſt Religious Charity to pray to God to call our Enemies 
to Account, if nothing elſe Will convert them. 

1. That by this Means Boy may be brought to Shame, and a due Senſe af 
their Crimes; and compell'd to «knowledge and re- 2 | 
pent of their Faults, as David prays, Fill their Faces Pſal. IxxXiii- 16. 
with Shame, that they may ſeek T by Name, O Lord, 

2. That our own Innocence, which has been wounded by unjuſt Slanders, ' 
may be clear'd and vindicazed to the World. | _ 

3. That the Soul of the injurious Perſon may be ſav'd and reſtor'd b 
the Sufterings of the Body, and by a Temporal Puniſhment he may be 
brought to avoid an As One; leſt if he be ſuffer'd to go on without 


ſo end in a final Obduration and Impenitency. Le 

4. To prevent and avoid Scandal; for which End Excommunucations and 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures are inflicted; to deliver ſuch an one 4 
to Satan for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spirit may 1 Cor. v. 5. 
be ſav d in the Day ef the Lord Feſus, as the Apoſtle ſays. 2 
Under which Sentence if our Enemy jultly lies, e Deſpiſing and 
Det yin the Authority and Admonition of the Church, he {huts himſclt out 
of its Pale, cuts himſelf off from the Body of Chriſt, and becomes unto us 
an Heithen Man and a Publican. For ſuch a deſperate proſerib'd A poſtate 
we may indeed mourn as David did for Saul; but whether this is not a % 
Unto Death, which not only forteits, but evacuates our Prayers, may be 
doubted: And therefore, as S. Toller lays, Ido not ſay that 2 | 
we ſhould pray ſor it. Our Petitions may be vain and 1 Epiſt. v. 16. 
truitleſs, as God ſays to the Prophet Feremy ; Pray not thou 1 
fer this People, neither liſt up Cry nor Prayer for them, neither make Inter- 
ceſſion. to me, for I cuill not hear thee, vii. 6, However it this 15 an Er For, US 
an Error on the Side of Charity to pray for ſuch Self-condemn'd Miſcreants 
ane 7 poſſible they may be ſay'd by ſome Temporal V ifitation on them in 
this Lite, vx ve gr gy: i Bd ok ek 21 4 

Under theſe Limitations and Reſtrictions, I ſuppoſe it not only conſiſtent 
with, but to be a very kind Act of Charity to our Enemies to beſeech God, by the 
Methods of his Providence, for ſuch good Ends, to bring them to Repentance. 


But in xeſpect of our own Private Reverge, we ought not in any Caſe what - 
| þ 4 | B 2 ſoever 
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ſever to pray God to viſit their Offences ; but like our Saviour in the Toxt, 
to pray that they may be blotted out of his Book of Remembrance, that they may 
[ AT, fg in Judgment againſt them here, or Condemnation. of them 
| earter, , 
Now, to all that has been ſaid it may yet be objected, that this Praying for our 
#emies ſhows indeed a very meek, merciful, and good-natur'd Diſpolition, 
[| and may Jook very well in a ber- Character; but that we have the 
Examples of very Great, and allowedly Good Men, to the direct contrary, and 
that not only under the Legal, but the Goſpel OEconomy allo. Moſer, the 
| meekeſt Man on Earth was fo highly * by the ſacrilegious Uſurpation 
| and Schiſm of Corah, Pat han, and Abiram, that he utter d ſuch an Impreca- 
| _ gain? them as ſent them down quick into Hell, and made them the 
: 


If David, the Man after God's own Heart, the moſt mild and gracious Prince 
that ever had then reign'd, has left us the moſt bitter Catalogue of Curſes on 
his Enemies in ſeveral of the Pſalms, and particularly the 69th and 109th, 
That the moſt ingenious Revenge could invent. Did not Elijab's Prayer 
{ bring down Fire from Heaven to avenge, inſtead of Mercy to forgive his 
| Enemies? And did not Eliſha ſend mW ild Bears, inſtead of Bleſhngs, 
| to his Mockers ? Does not the Angel of the Lord himſelf not only curſe, But 
| B'Ve an expreſs Warrant to others to Curſe the Inhabitants of Meroz ? And 
de not the Writings of the Prop ets full of ſuch dire Imprecations againſt the 
Enemies of God and Religion? But however theſe uncharitable Maledictions 
might perhaps be thought to comport well enough with the State of the 2. 
1 our wherein God Almighty condeſcended to permit many Things for the 
[; Hardneſs of their Hearts; yet this would not be allow'd under the Purity of the 
| | Evangelical Diſpenſation. Let us hear therefore what that ſays. Why fays 
| Pur Bleſſed Saviour, Bleſs thoſe that curſe you, and ray for thoſe that de- 
ſpite ully uſe you, and perſecute you- And yet how many Woes and Execrations 
af 7 Provouncy againſt the 2 4 ws wk S. e 
revil d, we bleſs ; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it. Vet does not the ſame Apoſtle 
a rike the (on Elymas with Blindneſs? And does he not 
Gal, v. Iz. Bay, [ would they were even cut off that trouble on; and 
a Alexander the Copperſmith did me much Evil, the Lord re- 
2 Tim. jv. If. ward him according to his Works. And did he not deliver 
. over the [nceftuous Perſen, and Hymenæus, and Philetus to 
1 Epi. iii. 9. Satan for their Blaſphemy ? S. Peter commands us not to render 
| Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing, but contrarywiſe bleſſing ;, 
and yet we know the ſame Apo Aruck Ananias and Sapphira dead upon the 
Spat for 2 Lye, and curs'd Simon Magus to periſh with his mercenary 
ering. Are not now theſe Examples of ſuch great Heroes in Religion 


contrary Practice? | 
This very plauſible Obje&tion, which I have tated in its full Length, 
that it might loſe none of its. Force, will vaniſh into nothing, it we conſi- 
| der thet theſe were all Prophets or [nſpir'd Perſons; and having the Gift of 
Diſcerning Spirits, and the Vice-Gerency of God lodg'd in them, they 
were Commiſſion'd to denounce the Divine Judgments and Curſes againſt the 
Enemies of God and Religion, and ſuch Offenders, as they knew to be 
; Impenitent, Moſt of which alſo were pronqunc'd as Pro- 
Pſal.}xix.and phecies, and Predictions in the Future Tenſe, as the Hebrew 
K. apply*dto _.exprefies them, not as Prayers in the Optatiye, which is only 
Fudai, Aft. i. rendred by that Tenſe, _ ſo, often confounded and miſtaken 
$9 «+ Y Trandlators for it. And till we can Produces ſuch imme; 
late Authority and Commiſſion from God, as theſe Holy ob 
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eadful Examples to all Poſterity of the Heinouſneſs of their Sins. 


ſufficient to c ncel this Duty of Praying for our Enemies, if not to juſtify the 
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Quarrel, applying Elijab's Example again 


(13) | 


had by Inſpiration, their Examples are no ways ſuited to our Imitation, or 


ſufficient to juſtity any Private Revenge. And the ſame Rebuke that our 
Saviour gave to His Diſciples, tho' exprating their Zeal in their Maſter's 


may be a very fatistaftory Anſwer to us, Ye know not what 

manner of Spirit ye are of; For the Son of Man came no: to S. Luk. ix. 56. 

deftroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them. vor A: 
Having now ſhown the full Extent and Obligation of this Duty, and an- 

ſwer'd thoſe Objections it may ſcem liable to, and preſcrib'd it within thoſe 


Limitations it muſt admit of ; I proceed 


IV. Fourthly, To produce the Reafons and Motives upon which this Duty 
of Praying for our Enemies is founded, with a particular View to that con- 
tain'd in the Text, For they know not what they do. | 

The betraying and murdering our Bleſſed Saviour was without Diſpute the 


moſt tranſcendently wicked Action that ever was, or can be committed by 


Mortal Man. And yet when S. Peter comes to expoſtulate this Matter wi 
the Fews, and to aggravate it with its horrible Circumſtances, as that 
T hey deliver'd Him in the W of Pilate, ben be was 
determin d to let Him ge, but they denied the Holy One AA. iii. 13, Oc. 
and the Fuſt, and deſir d a Murderer io be granted unto them 
and killed the Prince of Life : Yet he adds this remarkable Extenuation of ſo 
reat a Sin, as it he pointed on this very Mayer of our Bleſſed 
aviour, Now Brethren wot that through lanowrance ye did Ver. 17. 
it, as did alſo your Rulers, And agreeably to this S. Paul 
ſays, For they that dwelt at Jeruſalem, and their Rulers 3 
ca they knew Him not, nor yet the Voices of the Prophets AF. xii. 27, 
which are read every Sabbath-Day, they have julfilled them 
in Condemning Him. And again, We ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery 
which none 7 the Princes of this World knew ; for had they E 
known it, they would not have e the Lord of Glory. 1 Cor. ii. 8, &c. 
Not that we muſt here underſtand the Apoſtle, as if this 
Ignorance wholly excus'd all of them from their Sin ; for a moſt damnable 
in it ſtill remain'd, and therefore they are exhorted to Repent 2 
4 its and be converted, that their &us might be blotted out. Act. iii. 19. 
r this Ignorance of the Perſon of the Meſſiah was not in 
ſome [nvincible, but grolly Milful and Affected, iu that they obſtinately ſhut 
the:r Ears to the Scriptures read continually in their Synagogues, wherein He 
was fo graphically deicrib'd in all the particular Circumſtances of His Bi 
Lite, Dea and Doctrine, and alſo ſhut their Eyes to the Conviction of al 
thoſe miraculous Signs and Wonders that He vor - which left them inex- 
cuſable in not apprehending Him to be the Chriſt, from ſuch palpable Argu- 
ments and plain Predictions fultill'd in the minuteſt Tittles in Him. But in 
others who had not the Aſliſtances ot Learning aud Education, the ſtrong Pre- 
judices they lay under, the Divine Infatuation that was upon ſome, the groſs 


lindueſs with which almoſt the whole Few: Nation was ſtruck at this I ime, 


ether with the overbearing Clamours and Rage of the incens'd Ag, ys. 
driving forward the Perpetration of this horrid Sin, fo leſlen'd and qualify d its 
Guilt in the Sight of God, as to render the n the Object of His Mercy, and the 
Subject of qur Saviour's Gracious Interceſſion; Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. 


To apply this Argument to ourſelves by way of Accommodation. All the. 


Calamities, Affronts, and Sufferings, that the Beſt of Men can receive from 
the Worſt of Enemies, can never be preſum'd te come into the . A 
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the Inbeſpitable Samaritans, I 
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ſtand in Competition with the leaſt of theſe that our Bleſſed Redeemer vh- 
derwent. "Now, if the Igncrance of the Feu could be pleaded in their 
Behalf, and'alledg'd as a Motive before God, for the Pardon of {uch 
unparaflel'd Impieties; how much more Reaſon have we, poor Mortals, not 
to inſiſt upon our Reſentments, but to be renconeil'd to each other, and to 
intercede with God for the forgive neſ of thoſe Petty and Raſh Offences which 
we daily commit one againſt another, through that Ignorance which All, 
even the Wiſeſt of us, are liable to, through Paſſion, or Prejudice, or Inad- 
vertency, or any other Frailty or Infirmity of our Nature? To one of which 
Cauſes, that Charity that heareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all th:nts, will be ever inclinable to impure the little Strite, 
Variance, and Enmity we meet with in the World, If we can once per- 
ſeade ourſelves to believe that our Adverſaries don't Offend ont of malicious 
Wickedneſs;, the Sting of the Injury is pluck'd out, and no Wound can be 
made upon ſuch an Indulnerable Temper, which is reſolv'd to put the beſt Con- 
Rruttion upon all Accidents that can befall it. Inſtead of raiſing Gall and 
Bitterneſs, it Provokes unto Love, and to Good Werks, aud gives the good, 
Man an Occaſion only of exerting his Tendernels and Compaſlion. . 1 hus. 


he repreſents Things. under the beſt Colours they can bear, and makes fa- 


yourable Allowances for all Caſualties, and unfortunate Incidents, that may 


work up a Quartel where it was never intended. And, generally ſpeaking, 


the Experience of the World convyaces us, that our Enemy, who is the 
main Putt of our Spight and Reveihe, does the leaſt de ſerve it in himſelt ; 
being often only the Engine of other Mens Malice, acted by Incen- 
diaries who ſtand behind the Curtain, and blow up tho'e Flames, purely to 


make their own Adyantages of them. For Enmities uſually ceaſe when the 
differing Parties come to underſtand one another; and if they will hearken 


to Reafon, a Treaty of Peace is the natural Conſequence of it. How often 
does it happen, that Lyes and Slanders, invented and carried from one 


Side to another, and propagated with Dehgn to ſet Men into Feuds and 


Animoſities, by miſrepreſenting their Characters, and rendring them odious, 

n amongſt Perſons of oppoſite Parties or Religions) have entirely 
en defeated upon due Examination, and afterwards 4a the ſolid Foun- 

dation of Friendſhip ?* Theſe muſt neceſſarily be the h 

neſs and Deliberation; but if Men are reſolv'd, right or wrong, without 

any Heed to Truth or Juſtice, raſhly to begin and puh on Quarrels, and 

never conſider the Grounds or Conſequences of ſuch unadvis'd and precipitate 


Actions; we are to conſider that we are unfortunately engag'd with Mad- 
men, that, in the very literal Senſe of the Words, know not what they do; 


like Drunkards in a Rencounter, they fight in the Dark, and are for doing 
Miſchief they know not why, and ſtabbing the next Man they meet, for the 


Crime of being ſober, and in his Wits. A wile and good Man would have 


nothing to do with ſuch Enemies, if he could help it; but it it chances to 


be his unhappy Lot, he would rather conſider them as the Objects of his 


utmoſt Pity and Compaſſion, as Demoniacks, and Lunaticks, who challenge 


our Prayers (and not our Reſentments) that God would yeftore them to their 
Senſes, and to à right Mind. Beſides that it very ſeldom tails but that ſuch 
Men do their own Buſinels, by purſuing their own frantick and wild Mea- 


ſures; and work out their own Ruin in the Proſecution of their Adverſaries: 
3 3, 


and, like the Fett, crucity themſelves in cr»cafying Chrift. If this happens, 


and ey fall into Diſtreſs, they are the Objects of our Commiſeration, and 

we ought 

Power,the worſt Caſe for them of the Two, they may probably never come to 

a Senle of their Errors, but go on and die in Impenitence, and ſo juſtly - 
| t | man 


appy Efiects of Calm- 


not to inſult them on their Fall; but if they are ſucceſsful in their 


f 


th 


fl 


75 | 
mand our Prayers and Interce ſſions to God in their Behalf:;, Father forgive 
them, fir they know nct what they do. thus, it we take Ignerance ip the 
general Import of the Word, as it denotes, either our not underſtan mg: 
not attending to, or not applying the Knowledge we have of aur Duty to 
God, our Neighbour, and ourſelyes-;. it may juſtly. be reckon'd the chief 
Source of the Ny, Hatred, and Enmiy we find in the World. 
Now having done with the Particular Caſe of the Fes, as far 15 we can 
apply it to ourſelves, F some next in general to conſidet the Realons of this 

ury, For tho' our Saviour, in the Test, prays tor his Enemies. upon a Sup+ 
polition of their lenorance; it not being to be imagin'd that ſo atrocious 
a Crime would be pardon'd upon any ether Plea ; -yet this is not to be pre- 
ſum'd as the Only Cale in which His Lollowers, according to His own Do- 
Trine, are to perform the ſame Duty, but they are to pray allo. for theix 
Enemies, even When they know what they do; When, no fuch,Plex as that of 


Ignorance can be urg'd in their Behalf. For our Lord, in His, firſt Precept L 


ot this Kind, delivers Himſelf in general Terms, withgpt Limitation or Res 
ſerve, Pray for them that 4 ully uſe you and perſecute you. I ſhalt 
therefore proceed-to conlider this Duty of Praying jo our Enemies under the 


triple Regard it bears | 
1. 1o God and Religion. 
2. To our Enemies. And, 
38. To ourlelyes. VT, 2607 14 ES 
. As to the Regard it bears to Ged and Religion. Among the many Res- 
ſons that may be brought from this Topick, 1. ſhall ſelect Only three: The 
firſt is a very cogent one, produc'd by our Saviour Himſelf on the Injun, 
ction of this Duty ; namely, That it i the bigbeſt Imitation of the Diving 
Nature that mortal Man can attain to, and therefore the moſt glorious Per- 
fection of a Chriſtian. Pray for thoſe (ys Chriſt) that deſpitefull 
uſe you and perſecute you, that you. may le the Children of your Mat. v. 
Father which is in Heaven; For He maketh His Sun to riſe on the 44, Ec. 
Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on 0 nip and the Unjuſt. 
For if yon love them which love you, what 
Publicans the ſame? And if you ſalute your Brethren only, what do ye more 
than others? do not even the Publicans ſo? Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in Heaven is perfett. Or as S. Luke varies iti, , 
Your Reward ſhall be great, and ye; ſhall be the Children of the vi. 35. 
Higheſt ; for He is kind unto the Unthankful, and to the Eu. 8 
Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father alſo is merciful. As it this ſuperla- 
tive Degree of Divine Benignity and Goodnels rendred us the molt expreſs 
Image of God Himſelf, who diſpenſes the common Temporal Bleſlings of 
his gracious Providence with an Univerſal Philanthrophy, and Liberaluy, 
without Diſtinct ion, even to His molt wicked, ungratetul, and provoking 
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Enemies. This is therefore a Godlike Vertue, adyances our Souls to the 


higheſt Dignity of which they are capable, and makes them fit for the Beati- 
Nel Viſion, by transforming them into the Similuude of the Di- r 
vine Glory. [n this ſhall we liken (od, and in this Likeneſs Iſa. xl. 18. 
ſhall we be compar d unto Him. For if Love be the fulſtllins of < 
the Law, this is certainly the moſt complete fultilling of Love, and the 
brighteſt Reſemblance of that bleiſed Being, who. is Love. itſelf, and who 
ſeems to delight bane in that ans f. that adorable. £396 it 1 may be 
allow'd ſo to ſpeak) darling Attribute of His Mercy, 19 9 

cloſe this En the Fo For Words ot one ot the greateſt 4 N 
and moſt learned Writers of our Church, on this Subject. 
© When I pray as heartily for my Enemy, as 1 do tor my 


. 
* & 


Vol. 8 9. 144. 


rd | 
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eward have you? do not event 


ce Daily 


is) 


* Daily Bread; When I ſtrive with Prayers and Tears do make God his 
4 Friend, who himſelf will not be mine; when I reckon his Felicity a- 
e mongſt my on Neceſlities ; ſurely this is ſuch a Love, as, in a literal 
* Senſe, may be ſaid to reach up to Heaven: To which Words of this exqui- 
ſite Divine and Orator I will preſume to add, could only come down from 
3 alſo. Which ſuggeits a ſecond Reaſan this Duty is grounded upon; 
namely, & 

> 2. That it is the Peculiar Chaya#eriſtick and Diſtinguiſhing Badge of the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, above all other Religions in the World. . 151s a Prayer 
which none but a Chriſtian can ſay, and is the Practice of that New-Com- 
mandment, by which our Saviour would have His Diſciptes known, and diſ- 
criminated among Men. It is fo obſcurely deducible from the Law of Na. 
ure, corrupted as it is, that the wiſeſt Moraliſis among the Heathens could 
never raiſe Vertue to ſuch a Pitch 3 To be ayeng'd on our Enemies, was in 


the Opinion of thoſe two great Gentile Sages, riftotle and Tally, not only 


n Att of 4 4 but the commendable Property ot an Heroic and Valiant 

irit ; And Mabomet, in that bloody Syſtem ot Cruelty, Lewdneſs, hi 
Blaſphemy, bis fle heran, mikes it thé necellary Criterion of a Saint. The 
Precepts even of the Stoicks, the moſt rigid Sect, could carry Philoſophy no 
kigher than to the Subduing our Paſſions, and patient Enduring all Injuries, 
| and even that out of a ſtupid Principle of Apathy. Humane Reaſcn could go 
no farther, till it was improv'd, rehn'd, and perfected by Divine Revelation; 
And even in the ry Law, this Duty was io faintly and weakly inculca- 
ted, and ſuch large Allowances granted to that ſtubborn and ſpighttul People 
mn Caſe of Retaliation, that the Rabinical Gloſſes had not only quite effac'd 
it, but ſoiſted a Precept into its Room, in direct ition to it, to hate our 
Enemy. 1 3 2 which, Fac $ = geo 15 p Saviour, 
S. Matt. v. I, that is Emphatically, I the greateſt Prophet and Law-Giver 

43. that ever came into the World® the great Meſſenger of Peace, 
ov, the Author of the Goſpel, the Covenant of Peace, who came to 
reconcile God to Man, and Men one to another, it is I, that command you 
f | 5 New K 2 you __— bleſs them that 
Ver. 44. curſe you, do good to them that hate you, ana pra them 
oo cohich deſvitefully uſe you and fads you. A 72. perhaps 


might with ſome Difficulty have forgiven his Enemy; but to pray for hem, and 


that too when in the midft of Torments and Perſecutions, was ſuch an 
Evaneelical Paradox, as none could enjoin, but He who was ſo Glorious an 
Example of it too. The Practice of this Duty was ſuch a Shock upon the 
Primitive Profelytes to Chriſtianity, that nothing ſtagger d their Faith ſo 
much; and occaſion' d that witty Saying, that Chriſt's Praying Lazarus out 
ef his Grave, was not half ſo great a Miracle as His 4+ - for Wis Ene- 
mies on the Cros. Yet if we own ourfelyes Diſciples of that Croſs, and 
expect to be fay'd by the Precious Blood that was ſhed upon it, we muſt 
fubmit to this its peculiar and 3 000 Doctrine. We muſt not only return 
Contumelies and Reproaches with Silence or good Language, Injuries with 
Benefits, Curſes with Ble ſlings; but we muſt Kiſs our Enemy when He is 
angry, tollow 'the great Captain of our Salvation through all his Suffe- 
rings, and pray, that even the mercileſs Hand that executes us may find Mer- 

Which leads me to a Third Reaſon ; namely, 9 

3. We are oblig' d to pray for our Enemies, becauſe they are the Inſlruments 
of Ged's Faſtice and Providence here below. We ought in | 5 mage, not my 
to ſubmit to, but to pray that God's Will may be done in all the various Di 

nſations of His Power and Wiſdom in the Government of the World. 
And as we muſt reſt aſſur'd, that the moſt, ſeemingly, hard and rough 17 


mMiniſtrations of it are ordain'd for good and prudem Ends, and, if right! 
2 pPlled, 
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ei you yet heat tue Werd of Sed iy the Fewr, whgn they were 
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*%s applied, will infallibly roduce them; ſo are we, not only for that Reaſoti 
tc acquieſce in, but to thank God for, their Appointment, ſtill —_ up to 
the fſuperiour Agent, and frft al theſs 


Principle of Motion, that directs | 

ſecond Cauſes here below; that can bring Light out of Darkneſs, over-rule 
and, if Occaſion be, ſet aſide the Powers and Operations of Nature, and 
make hier bring forth Contrarizties to herſelf. This ſettled Notion of the 


and thus chaſtiſes us in Mercy for our Benetit and Reformation. As all the 


orrows we endure may be imputed to ſome Sins, that have previouſly de- 
ſery'd and brought them down on our Heads; fo it we conſider them as only? 
Temporal Puniſhments, inflicted for the Prevention of Eternal, they muſt be] 


the greateſt Bleſſings God can ſend us, and conſequently worthy of our Prayers 
for thoſe who are thus Inframental in conveying them to us. When theſe 
agents fall upon us, and we ere delivered u 

nemies, we ought not to wreak our Malice and Spleen upon 
them, but return the meek Anſwer of Old Eli; It is the Lord, 
let Him do what ſeemeth Him good; or with Foh, The Lord 


Hath given, and the Lord bath taken away ; Bleſſed be the Job i. 21. 


Name of the Lord. When David's Guards folicited their 


Kin 
of his Lite, and to wa away his Blaſphemy with his Blood; with 
What inimitable Patience, and Good Nature, does that gentle Prince skreen 


the Traitor from their Vengeance, as being. a Puniſhment ſent from God 


upon him? Then ſaid Abiſhai the Son of Zeruiab, why 

ſhould this dead Dog curſe my Lord the King? let me go over 2 Sam. Xvi. 
pray thee, and take off his Head. And the King ſaid, 9, 10. 
What have | to do cvith you, ye Sons of Zeruiah ? let him curſe ; 


not prevent, or by His. Active lets looſe our Enemies upon us 
(as He did Rezin and Pekah againſt Fudzb) to torment and 
afflict us for our Crimes, we ought to eſteem them as the Of- 37 
ficers and Executioners of Divine Juſtico, and to treat them 


as His Repreſentatives, left haply cue be ſound even to fight Akts v. 33. 


_ againſt God. | 

There cannot, through the whole Hiſtory, both of the Fewiſh and Chi? 
ftian Church, be produc'd two more lively laftances of this Duty of Praying 
for qur Enemies under the moſt galling and vexatious Circumſtances imagi- 
nable, than what we read of the One under its State of Captivity; and thevy 


Other under its Primitive Perſecution. Take the Matter thus 
excellently ſet forth in the Words of our Church, Will you 
hear the Scriptures concerning this moſt neceſſary Point ? 


c [ exhort therefore ( faith S. Faul) that above all things, Reb. 
<c Prayers, * Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, , _ _. 
© be had for all Men; for Kings, and all that are in Authority; 1 Tim. ys 


ce that we may live a quiet and peaceable Life with all God- 


cc ne s: for that is good and acceptable in the Sight of Gced our Saviour, & | 
C This is 8 


Paul's Counſel. And who, 1 


| ; 1 you, was Prince over the 
< molt Part of the Chriſtians, when God's <A 


Spirit, by S. Paul's Peng 


© gave them this Leſſon? Forſooth, Caligula, Claudius, or Nero, Ko 
ce were not only no Chriſtians, but Pagans, and moſt cruel Tyrants. Will 
Priſoners 


"13 3 


* under. 


| 


- 
: 


- 


-> Goodnels and Omnipotence of Providence will at all times ſanctify and re- 
concile the ſevereſt Afflictions and Troubles to us; and not only render ug! 
caſy under their Prellures, but make us even bleſs the Rod that ſmites us, 


into. the Power of our 


x Sam. iii, 16% 


and Maſter to wy the Imprecations of Shine: with the Expence 
| 


" becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto bim, Curſe David. Who ſhall then ſay \ 
bere fore haſt thou done ſo? When God by His Permiſſive Providence dess 


2 Kings, xx. 


Hom. againſt 


» 
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et under Nebuchadonofor King of Babylon, - after he bad ſlain their King, 


& Nobles, Parents, Children, and Kinsfolks, buried their Country, Cities, 


«© yea Feruſalem itſelt, and the Holy Temple, and had carried the Refidue, 


Ec den alive, Captives with him into Babylon? Will e 
- L 


de what the 


map live under the Defence of Nebuchadonoſor King of Baby 


rophet Baruch faith unto God's People, being in this Captivity 5 
2 Pray you, faith the Prophet, for the Life of Nebuchadonoſoy 
Bar. i. 2 . Xing of Babylon, and for the Life of Baltbaſar bis Son, 
on, © that their Days may be as the Days of Heaven upon Earth; 

© that God alſo may give us Strength, and lighten our pa that we 
on, and un- 
* ger the Protection of Balthaſar his Son, that we may long do them Service, 
and find Favour in their Sight : Pray for us alſo unto the Lord our God, 
* for we have ſinned againſt the Lord our God. Thus far the Prophet Baruch 
* his Words, which are ſpoken by him unto the People of God, of that 
King who was an Heathen, a Tyrant, and cruel Oppreſſor of them; and 
e had been a Murtherer of many Thouſands of their Nation, and a De- 


e ſtroyer of their Country, with a Confeſſion that their Sins had deſerved 


* ſuch a-Prince to reign over them. To which I ſhall add the Words of 
| eremy to the ſame People under the ſame Circumſtances : 


Jer. xxix. 7. Seek ye the Peace of the City whithey I have cauſed you 


| to be carried away Captives, and pray unto the Lord for it; 
For in the Peace thereof ſhall ye have Peace. To conc ude this Head; As our 
Enemies are ſent us by God, (accidentally and unknowingly as to them) for 
the Scourges of our Sins, they are the great Objects of our Compaſſion and 
Prayers, leſt by being employ'd as the Veſſels of God's Wrath againſt us 
here, they may, by their own Injuſtice, Cruelty, and Malice, be alſo In- 
ments of their own Deſtruction, and Veſſels of Eternal Wrath hereafter. 


© Which brings me in the next Place, 


1. To conſider farther this Duty, as it regards our Enemy himſelf. 


We muſt ſtill allow him to be our Brother, and conſequently intir!'d to our 
lion, and Prayers. For his Enmity can never deprive him of his Huma- 
wity, or efface the Image of God ſtampt on his Perſon. But perhaps he may 
be join'd to us under a nearer and more ſacred Alliance, as he is a Member 


of the fame Bod , as he is redeem'd by the fame Blood, as he 1s a Seryant 


of the ſame God and Church, as he is a Subje& of the ſame Government 
aud Country, and involv'd in the fame Common Intereſts and Happineſs 


wi ourſelves : Upon all which Accounts, whatever Injuries or Wrongs he 


may have done us in Private, he can never be excluded our Prayers for the 


— Publick Good. 


© and like Moſes's Rod, to diſſolve even a Rock of Strife into Tears. Kindneſs 


2. Praying for our Enemy may be the moſt effetual Means of bis 


_ Comverſion and Reconciliation both to God, and ourſelves. S. Paul lays, If 


thine Enemy hunger, feed bim, if be thirſts, give bim drink, 


Rom: xii. 20. for in Fl doing thou halt heap Coals of Fire on bis Head. Now 


if fo ſmall a Token of Kindneſs can mollify and melt down 
the obdurate Heart of a relenting Adverſary; certainly ſuch a noble and exalted 
Inſtance of our Love, when we apply to Heaven in 4 
Omnipotence to his Succour, is enough to break the moſt flinty Conſtitution, 


and” Patience may conquer what Farce and Power cannot; it could diſarm 
Na of his Hatred, and the Syrians of their Revenge, and gain that Victory 
by Friendſhip, which never could be obtain'd by War. The Amalekites 


e know were diſcomfited more by Moſes's Hands held up in Prayer, 


than by the Sword of Foſbua ; which receiv'd all its fatal Edge and Execu- 


4 
— we... 4 
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gion from the CL Voice of the Prophet. Such is the Power of Prayer that 


nothing 


: 


is behalf, and call down 


al 
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nothing ean withſtand it. What Miracles have not been wroug 


e deed they 
c with S. Stephen, that this be not laid to their Charge. Nay, not only 


190 | * 
ht by the In- 
terceſſions of thoſe great Favourites of Heaven, Noah, David, Elas, Fob, 
Feremy, and Daniel, whoſe Prayers have ſav'd Nations, diverted the Anger 

* 


dk God, and oyer-ruPd'the Powers of Nature? How many Millions fell 
the bended Knees of an Aſa, Fehoſaphat, or Hezekiah? Could not the Sup- 


plications of a Pious Qyeen Eſther de iwer her People, and even of a wicked, 
tho” repenting, Manaſſes reſtofe his Kingdom? It the Prayers Tt 
of Faith can 7200 the Sick, and the fervent effeftual Prayer of S. Jam. v. 153 
a Righteous Man availeth much; What Succeſs may we not pro- 1s. | 
miſe ourſelves will ſuch efficactous Prayers hind, that are put 


up to God for ſo Pious and Religious an End as this? They cannot return empty; 


they muſt fake Heaven by an Holy Violence, and, like Jacob, wreſtle with God, 
till they obtain the Bleſſing. So powerful was this Prayer of ouc Saviour upon 
the Croſs, that as a Learn d Prelate obſerves, in the Space of Fitty five Days, it 
converted Eight thouſand of His Enemies. And very probably to that alles 
ctiouate Interce ſſion of S. Stephen (ho ſo exactly trod ia His Bleſſed Maſter's 
Steps) may be attributed the Converſion of Saul, that violent Perſecutor of: 
the Church, into Paul the no leſs Zealous Apoſtle of it; who ſaw the barba» 
rous Murder, and was conſenting when he heard thoſe Prayers that would 
have made his Executioners relent, had not their Hearts been harder than the 
Stones which they pour'd on his Innocent Head. As the quick and wonders 
tul Propagation of the Goſpel in the World under the Gracious Influence of 
God's Spirit and Providence may be juſtly imputed to the Zeal, Steadinels, 
and Reſolution of thoſe Glorious Eccleſiaſtical Heroes, that Noble Army of Mare 
tyrs, who follow'd Chriſt their Captain in Crimſon Robes, and ſeal'd the Faith 
with their Blood; ſo did it receive no little Advancement from the Meeknels 
of their Sufferings, and thar Divine Charity, wherewith they recommended 
their Perſecutors to God's Pardon and Mercy. Every Page in the Sacred An- 
nals ſhines with ſuch Illuſtrious Examples; but certainly that which Eclipſes 
all the leſſer Lights of the Church, and comes the neareſt up to that Holy 


Pattern I have been endeavouring to deſcribe, is, that of the Royal Martyr 3 


whoſe Death, had it preceded that of Feſus Chrift, would have ſeem'd as true a 
"== of it, as it was the exact Tranſcript and Repreſentation of it afterwards 
whether we conſider the barbarous Indignities he ſuffer'd in his Life, the 
intolerable Inſolence and Affronts he endur'd in his Arraignment, Tyial, and 
Condemnation, or the ſhameful and cruel Manner of his Execution, as the! 
vileſt of Slaves, and worſt of Malefactors. In all which, the King, and the 
Chriftian were ſo well mixt and temper'd, Majeſty and Humility, Magnani 
mity and Meekneſs, Patience and Charity, Conſtaucy in Faith, and Fervency 
in Devotion; as would have broken the Heart of any Enemy, but ſuch im- 
placable Blood-thirſty Savages, that were equally bereav'd of Humane Nature 
and Divine Grace. Or how could ſuch Monſters without Shame and Confuſion 
of Face, ind Abhorrence of their own deteſtable Villany, ſee this Imperial 
Saint lay down his Crown and Lite ao the Block, and hear theſe laſt Dying 
Words? ** To ſhew you ( ſays the Blefled King) That I am a good Chri- 
& ſtian, J have forgiven all the World; and even thoſe in Particular that 
© have been the chief Cauſers of my Death; who they are, God knows; 
© J do not deſire to know, I pray God forgive them. Bur this is not all, 
© my 7 mult go farther; I wiſh that they may repent, for in- 
ave com̃mitted a great Sin in that Particular. I pray God, 


© ſo, but that they may take the right Way to the Peace of the Kingdom ; 
© for my Charity commands me not 2 forgive particular Men, but my 
& Chapity commands me to endeavour to the laſt Gaſp the Peace of the Kingdom. 
| 7 C2. Now, 
Leh 
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| Wow, if - we ſhare the Misfortune of this moſt Pious and truly Chriſtian 
Erince, to corn.end with ſuch untractablę, ungrareful, and irreconcileable ; 
Enemies, whom no Overtures of Reaſon, Kindneſs, or Condeſcenſion can per- 
Wade or ſubdue, but who will inexorably hold out, and are reſolved to be Deaf 
both to our Prayers. and Entreaties, and when we 1 Terms of Peace, 
make themſelves ready to Battle; we have acquitted ourſelves both before God 
png Man, we have done our Parts, and may leave them as inercuſable, to 
diet of Providence; which if it'does not convert their Hearts, will, 
it leaſt, he up their Hands, and clog the Chariot -W heels of ſuch obdurate - 
Eoaroabs, that they ſhall not drive (© furiouſly againſt us. But tis to be hop'd, 
ome World" is very wicked, there are but tew ſuch Prodigies in Nature 
be found; And let us conſider, if our Prayers ſhould meet with that happy. 
wich for and endeavour ; what a Bleſſed Comfort and Satistaction 
Lt be to.us in this Life, to have counter-plotted and defeited the Devil's 
s have reſcu'd the Souls of our poor Brethren out of eternal Perdi- 
mono bave made Proſelytes and Servants to God, Friends inſtead of Ene- 
mes to ourſelves, and Heirs to that Everlaſting Bliſs and Glory, to which we 
entitle our ſelves by this Great Act of Charity. For, let us 


. 20. know, that if we thus convert a Sinner from the Error of his 
2 5 way, we ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a Mul- 
our own Sins; and ſpall ſhine like Stars for ever and ever. Charity 


| erefore to ourſelyes would induce us to exerciſe this Charity of our Enemies, 
which 25 attended with ſuch an infinite and inexpreſlible Reward, which will 
pus Tequite Mercy with Mercy, Pardon in Heaven with Pardon on Earth, and 
were a Trarſer of our Pebts upon the Forgiveneſs of our Bro- 
ther This, indeed, is laying up a Store for ourſelves, a good Foundation a- 
Line to come, a Reward in the Day of Neceſſity, that we may attain 
Nena Life, | * 
3-3 third Reaſon to move us to pray for our Enemes is, becauſe they ſo 
* Han in need of our Prayers, 2s Sinners againſt us; and can t without 
wr interceſſion, ſo eaſily, at leaft, be pardon d by God. We are commanded by. 
| the Apoſtle, to confeſs our Faults one to another, and to ray 
one for another, that wwe may be heal d. Which Injunction 
EY particularly reſpects the Office of the Sick, who could hei- 
her ordinarily receive Abſolution from their Sins, or a Cure of their Diſtemper, 
thout a particular Con eon of the One, and the Prayers of the Church. for 
che Other, Which in thoſe Primitive Times were Miraculous in their Operati- 
ns, Reſtoring the Sick without any farther Remedies. But then *twas a Ne- 
Eejary Condition, as well as now, to obtain the Peace of God, and real Comfort 
eiten, Souls, not on] to be reconcil'd to the whole World, and parti- 
Eular] to thoſe they had injurid, but to beſeech God alſo to torgive All thoſe 
wwerthemielves had been injur'd by; without which, no one could receive 
n, or be admitted to the Holy Sacrament. But tho* this may in. par- 
nz reſpeft the Offic of the Sick, it equally obliges all in Health, whoſe 
ien depends on the ſame Terms. We are all bound to pray tor each 
pier, for the mutual Pardon of our Offences. And theſe Interceflions: are 
e, not only from our Syperiours, who may ſeem to have more Intereſt 
Bag Favour in the Court of Heaven; but alſo from Inferiours, for thoſe that 
ne above them. The Apoſt/es themſelves, wg we may think had very little 
Nea of other Mens Prayers, very frequently requeſt to be ecommended to 
N God by the Prayers of the faithful. Now, I beſeech you Bre- 
Num, xy. 39; thren { lays that choſen- Veſſel of God, S. Paul) for te Lord 
E. Jeſus Chriſ”s ſakes and fr the Love of the Spirit, that ye 
ee Fee 
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Firios together with me in your Prayers to God for me. And gain, Praying al- 
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* ways with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, aud watc _ 
ig therennto with. all Perſeverance and Supplication ſor all .. Eph. vi. 18. 
Sam; And for me, that Utterance may be given uno me, 
that I may open my Mouth boldly to make known the Myſterys of the Geſpels 
And ſo in ſeveral other Places. Now if the very be, of Men thus Rand in 
need of the Prayers of others ſo much below themſfelves in Vertue and Re- 
Iigion (aud we can't ſuppoſe the Apoſtle thus importuhately to have begg' d 
for a Thing of no Effect , and thete Prayers areas 'twere thei necetlary A 
+ . drefles to obtain theſe Bleſſings from the Throne of Grace; How much mare 
highly requiſite will be the Fetitions of thoſe that ſufler under Injuries, tor 
thoſe that are the finful Authors of them? I will not preſume to carry chi 


Duooint too far, ſo as to aſſert they canner be forgiven without it: But our 
fes, from ſome Paſſages of Scripture, there ſeems ſome Reaſon to-conelude, 
that if this Interceſſion is not abſolutely requiſite, tor the Remiſſiou of our Ad 
verſaries Offence, tis, at leaſt, a very great and prevailing Motive with God 


| 
| | {or it. To make this, Matter a little clear; we read that when 
| 


Abimelech had only intended to have defil'd Abraham's Wite, Gen, XX. 
not knowing her to be fo, but miſtaking her, according to their 


own Prevarication, for his Siſter, that when God threatened to puniſk 


* - 
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him ſeverely, for this his intended Injuſtice, tho*' he was not con- 
ſcious of the Heinouſneſs ot his Crime; he ſends him to Abraham to in- 
tercede for his Pardon, for 3e is a Prophet (ſays God) and be "a 
. ſhall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live: and if thou veſtore her Ver. 7, 
not, know thou that thou ſhalt ſurely die: thou and all that 0 
are thine. And accondingly we find that God reverse His Judgment upon 
Abrabam's Prayer. When the Fes had fo highly provok d God in the Abs 
. ſence of Moſes, their General, on the Mount, againſt whom. they had not 
only rebelled, but againſt God by Idolatry, it is very Remarkable that when 
that meek Prophet interceded with God for their Pardon, offering his own 
Lie, as a Sacrifice, and Ranſom for theirs ; God Almighty | 
replys, Let me alone, that my Wrath may wax bot \againſt Exod. xxxii." 
them. As if the Divine Power was arreſted and ſulpended 18. 4 
upon his Prayer, and the Lord hearken'd to the. Voice. of + | 
a Man, to ſtop the Courſe of his Juſtice, and Providence. When: thar 
wicked King Feroboam ſtretch'd forth his Arm to ſmite the 
Prophet at Bethel, the Lord dried up his facrilegious Hand, fo 1 King. Xii. 
that he could not put it in again to him; and there it flood wer. 4. | 
- a wither'd Monument of Divine Vengeance, till reſtor'd by the 
healing Voice and Interceſhon of his Adverſary. 'T ſhall produce but one Ing 
* ſtance more, and that is the remarkable Caſe of ob; Which ſpeaks very 
fully to the Point before us. When God intended to have revenged his 
Quarrel againſt his falſe Friends, who had ſo baſely infulted and abus'd him in 
bis Misfortune, he would not accept their Sacritice or Repen- e 
tance, but by the Mediation of Fob himſelf. Take unto you now cap. xlii. 8, 
& { ys God ) ſever Bullocks, and ſeven Rams, and go to m] &. | 
© Servant Job, and offer up for yourſelves a Burnt-Offering , and _ 4 
ny Servam Job ſhall pray for you, for him will | acc:pt : teft I deal c, 
you rho your Folly, in that you baue not ſpoken of me the thing hie 
is right, like my 3 So Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuey 
hite, and Zophar the Naamathite avent and did actiraing as the Lord com 
+ manded them, the Lord alſo accepted Job; And. the Lord turn'd the Catit. 
vity of Job when he ny d for bis Friends. The Divine Procedure in this 
Matter does, at leaſt, Warrant this Concluſion, That the“ God . 2 | 
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leaſes, without dur Prayers, pardon our Enemies on their” Repentance, yet 
at our Prayers for them are of mighty Fotce and Prevalebce with God, to 
Ein the Acceptation of their Perſons, and Repentance ind to render their '; 35 
icon to the Throne of Grace (if I may be allowed (6. to ſpeak) more 
Wy and Satisfaftory.. I deſire here not to be miſunderſtood ; not that either 
rr their Repentance can be at all available, or acceptable for 
et ourſelves, in the Sight of God, but through the Merits and Satisfa. 
Ron of our Great and Only Mediator Chriſt Feſws s t the Benefit of 
Eko Mediation and Interceſſion for ourſelves We cannot lay any Claim, 
out this mdiſpenſable Duty of Interceſſion tor our Enemies. This there- 
au de ſo underſtood, as a conditional, and ſubordinate Means here 
below, to qualify us for that Abſolution above. There are ſome Sins that, 
ws all Caſuijts agree, require Reſtitution in order to Remiſſtor, fuch as Extor- 
Faulen Gains, and the like; and others that are almoſt incapable of 
it, as Murder and Adultery. In beth theſe dreadful Caſes, not only the For- 
pct, but the Prayers alſo of the Perſon injur'd (where they may be 
Tad) may poſſibly be very Conducrve towards, if not requiſite for the Par- 
don of the Perſon Injuriug. Doubtleſs, both join'd together are of more 
EWeight, and Efficacy; and may be look'd upon as a Compoſition, in Ordir 
nary Courſe of eee 3 inſtead of plenary Satisfaction, and ſo Cancel 
the Debt, and Obligation on the Offenders Side, - If therefore we have any 
aao the Souls, or Bodies ot our Enemies, we mult Pray for the One 
riag under the Convictions ot Sin and Guilt, that the Other may Uo be 
dom thoſe Frft Fudg ments the Divine Vengeance ma otherwiſe 
upon chem for our Sakes. And what an Honourable and Bleſſed Ot- 
do ſtand ſubordinately in the Place of our Redeemer ; to deprecate 
Ed's Wrath, and. reconcile Man to God ; to ſtep in,*and interpoſe Mercy 
betwixt vindictive eee and Puniſhments ; and like the Angel with Abra- 
hams to intercept the intpending Sword, and skreen the Sacrifice on the Altar. 
From the Great and Goo Service we may do to our Enemies, by our Pra- 
een, 1 come in the laſt Place, f 


6 
1. 
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= Thirdly. To confider this Duty 45 it relates to ourſelves. And here 
Ewe hall find it {till ſupported by more affecting, and beneficial Reaſons, 
em dur own Welfare, and Concerns: And firſt then, | 
are to pray for our Enemies, becauſe of the great Profit and. Ad- 
bee may reap from them in the good Offices they do us. Tf Affliction 
is the bee at Vertue; our Enemies are to be eſteem'd, as only our Maſters, 
or Tutors et over us for Admonition, Inſtruction, and Correction of 
our Faults. And tho the Diſcipline is rough, and unpalatable, and irk- 
metro Fleſh and Blood; yer it has its medicinal Qualities, and it rightly 
Fapply'd, will prove the beſt Phyſick we can take · The Holy Pſalmift who to 
This great Sorrow bad taſted deep of this bitter Cup, and whoſe whole Life was. 
msd one continued Scene of Trouble and Vexation from his Enemies, tells 
is dhe great Improvement and Experience that he had gain'd from them, and 
Pamieukerl) from that Blood - thirſty Adverſary Sani in whoſe Court he ſo lon 
_ 44 liv'd; bad made him-wiſer than the Aged. Thou (lays be) | 
Ei. crix. 98, through thy Commandments haft made me wiſer than mine 
99... _ Enemies, for the) are ever with me; I bave more Underſtand- _ 
Ans than all my. Teachers, and therefore, ſays be, it is good for 
Wer. 71; me that I have been afficted, that I might learn iy Statutes. 
is $M When 2 Man is thus ſet in the midſt. of hren and Dan- . 
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Deſtruction, if we don't fu 


tiages of his Life hall be laid open, his Frailties, Ignorances, and Infirmitieg 


him. It will require his utmoſt Prudence and Caution to ride o 


Will, with an equal Contempt of the Fgowns and Temptations, the Allure 
2 fiery Furnace, wherein the Vertue of a Chriſtian is tried even as Silver is. 


| go bat we may ſay, It is not an Enemy that has done this, but it was thoumy 
e 


yerfarics is necellary Qualification for ug to approach God's Altar for the As 
+ - tonement of our own Sins; without which, we are not fit to come inte the 


only put in 2 Bay againſt our own Pardon, but it turns our very Prayers int 
Sin; it renders them the moſt dreadful Curſe, and [mprecation upon our own 


pray fer them. 
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Enemies are ready to ſwallow'bim up; when the wreſt bis Pſal. Ivi. 3, 6. 
Words, and all their Thoughts are againſt him for Evil, when i | 
they gather themſelves together, and hide themſelves, and mark bis Steps, when 
they wait for bis Foul. When hc is certain that all the Errors and” Miſcar- 


magnihed into wilful and pre ſumptuous Sins, and his Good Name loaden with 
Lyes and Slanders, and all the Artillery of that Accuſer of the Brethren pour 
on his guiltleſs Head. Then let bim ſet Scourges over bis «+ | 
Thoughts, and the Diſcipline of Wiſdom over his Heart; lelt- Erelus. Ki. 
he fall before his Adverfaries, and his Enemies rejoice over 2, 


out the Storm, and weather ſuch a Day of Trouble, and of Rebuke and Blaſs 
phemy.. This is the Seaſon to excerciſe his Chriſtian Vertues, when be is e 
min'd with e and Torture, that his Meekneſs — 1 

be known, and his Patience proved ; this is the Time to call Wiſd. ii. 19. 
pon God for a double Portion of his Spirit, for Faith and 
Perſeverance, for Humility and Conſtancy, for an ardent Loye of God, ang 
Zeal for His Glory, a firm Truſt in His Providence, and Reſignation to His 


ments, or Suffcrings of this World, when put in Oppoſition to his Duty, the 
Defence of the Truth, or the Diſcharge of a good Conſcience, The Games 
fort of which will bear him up above, and carry him thro' all the Torment, 
Diſgrace, and Barbarity, the Malice of Men or Devils can invent, and bran 

him off ore than Conqueror, thro” Chriſt that ſtrengthens him, This indeed if 


tried,” and out of which it will come with its true Sterling Weight, and Lyuftre: 
Now tho? theſe are the Accidental Effects of our Sufferings from aur Enemies, 
wrought in us by the Grace of God, and quite cantrary to their Dehigns and 
Intentions; yet a kind of Fuſtice and Gratitude would oblige us to intercedes 
with God tor their Pardon, who have been the Occaſions of doing us ſo much 


4 riend, who by laying wait for my Soul, haſt been a great Inſtrumens 
in ſaving it. | Ab 
Laſtly, We muſt pray for our Enemies, becauſe it is enjoin d by God, as the 
abſolute Condition of Praying for ourſelves. It thou bring thy Gift to the A 
(Hays our Saviour f there remembreſt that thy Brother hath 
ought againſt thee ; leave there thy Giſt before the Altar, and go 8. Matth. v. 
thy & 2 be reconcil'd to thy Brother, and then come and 23, Se. 
tr thy Gift. So that an entire Reconciliation with our Ad- 


Divine Preſence-; it is that Wedding Garment, which if we are not cloath'd withs 
we mult be ſo far from expecting ro be acceptable Gueſts at the Haly Tableyj 
at we thall be caſt out into outer Darkneſs. Nay the Want of this does no; 


Souls, that our moſt bitter Enemy the Devil himſelf could utter. For by this 
we Bind and Seal our own Sins upon ourſelves; we pray Damnation on ours 
ſelves even in the Lord's Prayer ; and make a Covenant with God for our erernal 
| [i the Condition we ſtipulate, to forgive in as fa; 
Terms, as we expect to be forgiven. It we will bave our Prayers heard tor ougy 
ſelves, we muſt earneſtly Deſire to haye them heard for our 5; th 

Enemies; we mult labour tor their Salvation, to ſecure our t Sam. xli. 

own ;_ and therefore God forbid that we fhgy'd bn in cealng to 33. 'Thix 


: 


/ 


WE ic is the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Mark of our Profeſſion; that we are 


| 


Feonciliation to God and Man ; that tliey moſt highly ſtand in Need of our 
Prapers as Sinners againſt us, and can't be ſo ealily pardowd Without our , 
e chat it rightly mate uſe of, they may prove Occaſions of great 
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om ſome of the moſt weighty Reaſons it is founded upon, with Re ard to 
and Religion, our Enemy, and parſelves. I have ſhewn it to be the 
beſt Imitation of God, and the moſt Glorious Perfection of a Chriſtian; 


a to consider our Enemies to be the Inſtruments of God's Juſtice and 
Providence 3 chat they are our Brethren in Nature, in Government and Reli- 
that chis is the moſt likely Means to work their Coaverkon, and Re- 


Benefits p us in the Exercites of our Chriſtian Graces; and laſtly, that we can't 


| 


pray for our/e/ves unleß we pray jor our Enemies. 


Fam conſcious how much I have tir'd out your Patience with this tedious 
bor 1 hope it may be pardon'd upon 10 particular an Occaſion, 
eſpecially conlidering that I am now plcading for a Duty, Which all the Ar- 


its and Eloquence in Nature are, God knows, but little enough te 


Enforce. ' » * 8 p , 
To conclude then; lince neither Innocence, nor Piety, Vertue, nor Wiſdom 


bean ſecure the beſt. of Men from Erer:ies, let us paticutly bear that Cross 
och even the Son of. God did notaliſdain to ſubgit co. And whatever Sut- 


N 
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ferings God ſhall be pleay'd to permit them to iuffict upon ud, let us receive 
them with Meeknefs, and Pity, and endeayour to overcome Evil with Good, 
by requiting-their Malice with Kinducts and Friendchip. In order to which, 


firſt Riſings of Anger and Revenge in our Hearts. And as we muſt not ober- 


eite the Injuries we receive om them; ſo neicher muſt we revile their Per- 
Mons, or puſrepreſetn their Characters, as knowing chat if Merty, certainly 
| Juſtice, is que cven £0 our worſt Enemies. But whatever A Mictions, or Op- 
| 3 they may bring on us; let us Peet our Triiſt m God, and not fear what 

an-can do unto us. Let us hold talt our Integrity and Profeſſion Without "4 


And never tor Fear, Sbame, or Intereſi relinquilly 4 good Casſe; 
and let us cake ſuch Care of our Lives, that our Conſcience may not reproach us 
wich deſerving ſuch Enemies, but that in the great Day of Account we may ap- 
pear Blameleſs, and They may be iound Lyars umo us. In a word, fince 
this Duty requires weh 4 Sublimſty of Temper, and ſuch a Firmneſs and Ma- 
jeſty of Mind, as nothing but che Divine Grace can impart; We muſt have 
+, - © collant Recouric to God in Prayer for it, that He-<vortld lead 
beo roſs becauſe of our Enennes, and make his 
he befcre our Face; dud by continued Mortification and 
Self-Denial prepare oprietves tor it, always; referring our Cauſe to God as 
che proper Jad & and reſting entirciy contented in the Dererminations of 
We” His good Providence : Which f our Ways plenfe the Lord, will 
Prov XV1-7, Fals our Enemies to be at Peace with us; and will cither 


Mid. xii. 22. | 
bh V Tm | | "more, to the Intent that cyber vue judge, we ſhouldcarefully think 
a bis Goodneſs 3 and When we ourſelves are judg d, we'ſnow!d Took for Mercy. 
Fut on Wedge e the Eſet of God Holy and Beloved )  Bowels of Mercy” | 
Fine, Hutubleneſs "of Mind, AMeekneſs, Long- Suffering; 
n., ferenz ane anther; if any” Man have a Oyarret againſt 
e. 3 any, even as Chiiſt forgave and pray'd for you, ſo alſo do ye. 
Ai above: all Things, put om Charity, which» is the Bond of 
ann; and tet the Feace of. Ged rule in gor Hearts, sn. 


_ 


wet 


Thus I have endeayour d- to pre f upon you the Practice of this great Duty 


Ewe muſt fupprets all the mordinate Motions of our Paſhons, and ſtifie the very * 


"Support us under, or deliver us out of their Hands, If God 'y 
25 en uss be will ſcaurge our Enemies .- thouſand LEN 
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